ANALYSIS OF

: IT. only because it is shorter and easier than the Bergman-
nian, but because it is susceptible of a greater degree of
accuracy. I propose in this Chapter to give an -account
of this method.

The analysis of waters resolves itself into two diffe-
rent, branches : I. The method of ascertaining ail the
different bodies contained in the water which we are ex-
amining. 2* The method of determining the exact, pro-
portion of each of these ingredients. These two branches
form the subject of the two following Sections.

SECT. I.

METHOD OF DETERMINING THE INGREDIENTS

A HE different bodies which are dissolved and combined
in water, are discovered by the addition of certain sub-
stances to the water which is subjected to examination,
The consequence of the addition is some change in the.
appearance of the water ; and this change indicates the
presence or the absence of the bodies suspected. The
substances thus employed are distinguished by the name
of tests, and are the instruments by means of which the
analysis of water is accomplished. They were first in-
troduced into chemistry by Boyle, and were gradually
increased by succeeding chemists : but Bergman was
the first who ascertained with precision the degree of
confidence which can be placed in the different tests.
They still continued rather uncertain and precarious*
till Mr Kirwan showed how they might be combined